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Early in the week the gardeners brought in
boughs of laurel, and holly, and mistletoe. A
young fir-tree was set in the drawing-room, and
crowned with stars, and hung with tinsel. It
made a brave show.

"Christinas at Clifton is traditional/7 said
Charles, and he smiled encouragingly at her; " we
always give a dance on Boxing Night. This year
it will be for you,"

" I think I am glad that all those other Christ-
mases were so dull, because this is going to be so
wonderful," she said.

It was going to be the happiest time of her
whole life.

On Christmas morning Charles' gift to her
came on the tray with her early tea. It was a
brooch which could be converted into a couple of
diamond dips. She had wanted one for a long
time, and she stared at it excitedly. They went
to church together; a frosty morning, with the fir
trees outlined in crystal, and the lake held fast in
ice. There might be skating if it held, but Charles
said that it had only held three times at this time
of year in his life; he did not think that it would
hold now. Christmas was nearly always " green "
in England.

They ate a lunch of roast beef and mince 'pies,
and then for the rest of the day little carol parties
arrived from the village to sing to them. There
was something fascinating about it. They had
tea together in tjbe library and Hilda Neale joined
them. Afterwards she went away again, and they
did not turn on the lights* There was a great log
burning, and the room was illuminated by it.